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February 25, 1842

Amsterdam, the Netherlands

A letter of Simon van Velzen to Albertus and Christina Van Raalte after learning of the birth of their child
[Christina Catharina, b. 21 February and d. 24 May 18431.
In Dutch; translation by Dr. Henry ten Hoor, 2000.
Original in the collection of Western Theological Seminary, the Joint Archives of Holland, W 88-0118.
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Amsterdam, 25 February 1842
Dearly beloved brother and sister!
We learned about our sister's childbirth with great concern.
God has again rescued in need. To Him then be honor and
thanksgiving. We pray that he will give strength to the new
mother and, with it, health. May He in His grace take your
child as His own child and give you that confidence that by
it you may discover the signs of His sympathetic spirit. The
Lord says let the children come to me and hinder them not;
that we may then bring them up for the Lord and also freely
entrust them to His child love.
I think that at the beginning of next week I will bring
my wife and Simon to Delfzijl. You understand that my wife
is very eager to see her parents, and I desire very much to
see and greet our dear brother in this alien land. According
to the latest news from my contacts I have no idea how long
he will remain in this world. My [?] father visited him a few
days ago but writes me that all hope is lost. I have not yet
had the opportunity to send you the minutes of the most recent
Provincial Assembly held at Nieuw Lesden; However, when you
need them I will send them by post to Zwolle unless you tell
me of another opportunity. I will just wait until you write
about it.
Both of you are greeted from my wife and from Simon. Greet
the brothers
Your loving brother, S. van Velzen

